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A Post- Battl e Repor t

by
Tom Hanover

Ga me :  The Battle of Cor inth (SPI), regime nta l-level AC W

Time  / location:  O ct. 3-4, 1862 / Corinth, Mis sissippi

PB M fea tures :  multi-pla ye r / refe re ed / hidde n moveme nt / me ssa ge s via  aide -de -c amps

Completed:  5-1/2 years  (J anuary 1994 to Augus t 1999)

Ba ckground:

Corinth M iss is sippi wa s a vital junction for tw o important Confe derate rail lines: the Mobile & O hio a nd the Memphis &
Charles ton.  In J une of 1862, tw o months a fter the battle  of Shiloh, Union troops oc cupie d the  town and settled in to w ait
while the ir comma nders  w rangled over where  to a dvanc e next.

Over the summe r the  Confede ra tes  gathered their s catte red forc es  and by Augus t the y were rea dy to move . Two s epa ra te
Confede ra te armie s under Kirby Smith and B ra xton Bra gg be ga n s te adily pushing into K entuc ky. In late Septembe r,
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Bragg reques te d tha t M ajor Ea rl Va n D orn tie  down the force s of U.S. Gra nt in M iss is sippi so they c ouldn't re inforce
Fe de ral troops  in K entuc ky. H owe ve r ins tea d of us ing indire ct ma neuve r to dis tract G rant, Va n Dorn dec ided to le ad his
20,000 Confe de rates  in a n a ttack on C orinth, thereby hoping to rega in control of the  town, the  ra il junc tion and restore
his tarnishe d military c are er by w inning a  major vic tory.

The terra in north a nd northwe st of Corinth is hea vily woode d w ith only occ asional breaks or clearings. To the  ea st is 
sw amp, ma king an attac k from tha t direc tion difficult. Only to the immedia te we st is  the ground relative ly open. Earlie r
that ye ar, the  Confede ra tes  had built c rude fortific ations and felled a line of timber (refe rred to as  the outer w orks) thre e
mile s north of the tow n.  A fter the tow n's  c apture, Union troops  ha d augme nte d the se  de fe nse s by erecting a  s eries  of
unconne cted ea rthen ba ttery reda ns  just outs ide  the town limits and by felling more timbe r.

In the ea rly hours of Oc tober 3rd, afte r s evera l days of preliminary feints, Va n D orn formed his army into line of ba ttle
and advanced upon C orinth.

The Comma nde rs :

Confede rate

VAN DORN / MAU RY Fre de ric k Kra us   USA
HEBERT Bob McR ae   Ca nada
LO VELL Jona s N ordstrom*  Sw ede n

*  (through Turn 8, the n c ommande d by Fre d Kra us )

Union

RO SECRANS Niklas Krog   Sw ede n
MC KEAN Dick Boye s   USA
Va n Dorn was  responsible  for pla nning a nd coordinating the Confe derate a ttack.  He  a lso c ontrolle d Maury's Divis ion.
The Confe derates fielded a total of 21,000 men.

Rose cra ns  wa s the  overall U nion comma nder and c ontrolled the divisions of Hamilton a nd Stanley plus  Mizner's
Ca va lry, giving him a total of 9,700 me n. Mc Kea n controlled his own division and tha t of Davie s, giving him 8,500 men
plus  the artille ry pa rk and the  s ix ba tte ry re da ns ne are st Corinth.  The Union fielded a n a rmy of 18,200 men.

The game begins w ith the  Confede ra tes  off-ma p. We  us ed the Fre e Set-U p Sc enario which allows the rebels  much
grea ter leew ay in deciding where  they w ish to e nter. There are  s eve n Ass ault Areas  a rra nged in a se mi-circle around the 
north a nd we st ma p edges . Some a re as like "G ", direc tly w es t of and c los es t to Corinth, take as ma ny as  five  turns to
re ac h before  a  unit ca n actua lly e nte r the  mapboa rd.

The rebels c ould choos e to bring a ll three  of the ir divis ions in at once  (one  per area) or delay their a rriva l in order to get
them clos er to the tow n…or to simply confuse  the ene my as  to the ir where abouts.

The Union players  w ere  told the As sault Area  of one Confe de rate divis ion on G ame-turn 1. The n the y pos itioned their
brigade s as de sired exce pt that three  of the ir eleve n briga des  had to form a re serve  ne ar the Tis homingo Hote l, just
outs ide  C orinth. These  w ould be re lea se d four turns (2 hours) after the first c ombat oc curre d.

*          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *

CONFEDE RA TE  T URN   1  (10:00a m)

Love ll-  His division ente rs Area E in line of ba ttle. Love ll's ca valry sc outs ma ke conta ct with pa rt of Sullivan's briga de
and 6 W is c A rtillery a stride Che wa lla  R d but quic kly w ithdraw be fore the  Fede ra ls ca n fire a t the m.
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UN ION  TU RN  1  (10:00a m)

-  no move me nt  -

CONFEDE RA TE  T URN   2  (10:30a m)

Love ll-  La unc he s a  major ass ault against pa rt of Sullivan's briga de (R ose crans ) and C roc ke r's  brigade (Mc Kea n),
inadverte ntly striking a t the  se am be tw een the tw o U nion wings . Four of Lovell's regime nts a re  imme dia te ly route d by
Union fire s traight ba ck into the dense ly pa cke d ranks  of H ebe rt's infantry c oming up behind them.

De spite  this  s etbac k, Lovell's men rout tw o of Sulliva n's  regime nts  a long Che wa lla  R oad a nd ca pture  four 12 lb'e r
Na poleons  from 6 Wisc Artille ry. H alf of C rocke r's brigade is throw n bac k almos t 700yds  a nd Crocker's le ft is  turned by
Bowe n's  hard-c harging Confe de rates .

He be rt-  Enters Are a E, ma rching directly be hind Lovell's D ivision. H ebert's  me n have little room to maneuver a nd
when 39 M iss  routs into the ir ra nks, three  of H ebert's  re giments  also pa nic a nd rout. O nly by the  s tre nuous  e fforts of
brigadiers G re en and C olbert are  thes e units  ra llied a nd forme d into line aga in.

UN ION  TU RN  2  (10:30pm)

Rose crans -  Re acts to Lovell's a ttack by s hifting tw o of Sulliva n's  regime nts  s outhw ard a nd extending his line 300yds 
northea st from Chew alla Rd.  Ros ec rans himse lf rides  forw ard to obs erve the battle  a nd arrives  just in time  to rally 10
Iowa  and E/24 Mo along the ma in road.

Mc Ke an-  Brings up Mc Arthur's  brigade to form on Crocker's le ft ne ar the M emphis & C ha rle ston ra il line. C roc ke r
extrica te s two re giments  from the onrus hing rebels (though one  is routed in the  proc ess ) and rallie s the  re st se ve ral
hundred yards behind his  origina l pos ition.

CONFEDE RA TE  T URN   3  (11:00a m)

Love ll-  Ma kes  a  we ll-coordinated attac k with all four of his  brigade s, ma ss ing his infantry a ga ins t several is ola te d
Union regime nts a nd overrunning a sec ond U nion ba tte ry posted on Chew alla Rd. B y s he er we ight of numbe rs  and
mome ntum Lovell s te adily pushes the U nion line ba ck.

He be rt-  Be gins shifting his divis ion latera lly to the  right in order to fill the  ga p betwe en Lovell and M aury (whos e
division is just entering A re a F). He be rt is  only lightly e nga ge d a t pre se nt as  most of his divis ion is still ma rc hing in
column through the woods . G ates' brigade rea che s the  tree -line  fronting the  oute r Federal ba tte ry re da ns and finds itself
ta king artille ry fire from Ba tte ry Re da n F.
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Maur y-  His division ente rs through Area  F ne ar Smith's  Bridge Road with all three of his infantry brigades arrayed in
line  of battle . The y e dge c lose to the tree -line , pre paratory to making a  charge against Ba ttery R eda n E.

UN ION  TU RN  3  (11:00a m)

Rose crans -  Ma kes  only a  slight adjus tment to his  line  by orde ring 10 Mo (Sullivan) to counterattac k part of Rus t's
brigade  w hic h has  just c ros se d ove r the  oute r w orks.

Mc Ke an-  Re ceive s a  mess age from R os ecrans informing him of Love ll's attac k on his left a nd that all is quiet yet north
of C orinth. Mc Kea n als o makes  only minor a djustme nts  to his  dispositions .

* During an ex change of fir e betwe en 17 Wisc  and 22 Miss, C onfederate  Br igadier  Ge ne ral J ohn Bowe n is se ver ely
wounded, leaving his brigade tem porar ily leader le ss at a cr itical tim e. His units cannot fir e Offensiv ely or melee  and
may only mov e one  hex pe r tur n until a replacem ent office r is appointed in the nex t CSA c omm and phase. This  is the  firs t
le ader loss for e ither  s ide .

CONFEDE RA TE  T URN   4  (11:30a m)

Love ll-  Se nds  R ust's  and Ville pigue 's briga de s c ra shing into the Union line , c omple te ly routing Sulliva n's c ommand and
routing two of Croc ker's  re giments  as  w ell.

He be rt-  Only the brigades  of G ate s and G ree n are  fully deployed, jus t to the right of Love ll's Divis ion. Colbe rt and
Ma rtin are s till coming up in column. A  ha lf-mile  ga p exists betwee n Hebert a nd Ma ury. He bert's men come  unde r light
long-ra nge fire from O liver's  brigade  defe nding B attery R edan F.

Maur y-  His 5,800-ma n division come s boiling out of the  woods in a c ompac t mas s, he ading s tra ight for its  firs t
obje ctive . "Like some kind of mode rn Roman phalanx," c ommented one aw e-s truck U nion offic er. U sing Moore 's
brigade  to s hield his open le ft flank, Maury guides Ca bell's men in quic kly ove rrunning B attery R edan E, ca pturing the
four 12 lb'e r how itzers sited there.

Phifer's briga de clears the  w oodline to the right of the re dan by routing awa y one  of O glesby's regime nts a nd driving
another back down Smith's B ridge  R d.

One of Ma ury's  tw o cavalry de tac hments probe s a  gap be twe en the outer Fe de ral reda ns  and nea rly c aptures  the ammo
wa gons of Da vies' D ivision. B ut the w agon guards fight off the  rebe l troopers  a nd ha stily withdra w the ir wa gons towards 
Corinth a nd to sa fe ty.

UN ION  TU RN  4  (11:30a m)

Rose crans -  Gives  orde rs  to imme diate ly re le ase  the three  U nion res erve briga de s (Mower, Hac klema n and B aldwin)
posted ne ar Corinth.

Puts  Buford's and Fuller's briga de s in column a nd be gins moving the m tow ards the c enter of his  position. Tw o regiments
of M izner's ca valry are left to guard the northern a pproa ches to Corinth but the bulk of Miz ne r's  troope rs (1,200 strong)
fa ll in behind Fuller's column.
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An a ide  from M cKe an arrives  informing R ose crans  of C rocke r's c ollapse  and his  reinforce me nt by Mc Arthur's brigade
ne arby.

Only thre e of Ros ec rans' re giments  are in ac tua l conta ct with an equa l number of C onfederate  regime nts . Both sides  fire 
ineffec tually at ea ch other in the  woods.

* At this  point, Rosec rans re mains  unaw are  that He be rt' s and Maur y' s div isions are  alre ady  on the  mapboar d. In a
norm al FTF gam e, he 'd have no tr ouble  s eeing wher e the  main Confede rate effor t will fall. But the  use of hidden
move ment gre atly he ighte ns the fog-of-w ar and Ros ecr ans c annot be c er tain the  othe r two r ebe l div is ions won't ente r
through one of the nor thern areas, he nc e the  cavalry  pick ets.

Mc Ke an-  Quickly brings Ba ldw in's briga de  up to block Smith's  bridge Road we st of Corinth. Hac klema n's men form
column and follow  the Me mphis  & Charles ton rail line  towa rds O liver's  position around B attery Redan F.

Ogle sby's  brigade  pulls bac k into the  w oods, out of sight from M aury's onc oming re be l hordes . This gives  Mc Ke an's
me n a nee ded re spite  a s the re is  only de sultory long-ra nge fire a long the res t of his  front.

Mc Arthur and C roc ke r rally tw o regime nts a nd re -form a  re spectable line of ba ttle in the woods  just north of Batte ry
Re da n F.

* Mc Kean has  four  of his  six brigades  thinly  spre ad ac ros s a frontage  2 miles  long, running fr om Chewalla Rd in the
north to Kos suth Rd dire ctly wes t of Corinth, an impos sibly  ov er extended line  to defend. Ros ec rans nee ds  to e xte nd his
ow n line far ther south, allow ing McKe an to c ons olidate  his pos ition and cr eate a defens e in de pth. As it stands, McKe an
curr ently  has no re ser ve  av ailable  to c ounte r a r ebe l bre ak thr ough.

CONFEDE RA TE  T URN   5  (noon)

Love ll-  Advance s a ll thre e of his  infa ntry briga de s a long both sides  of C he walla  Rd to s trike  a t Sullivan's and C rocke r's
brigade s. Sulliva n's men are aga in shoved ba ck and, when 10 Iowa  routs, they pa ss through 17 Iowa , touching off a panic 
in that regime nt too. Rosec ra ns himse lf is  c arrie d a wa y in the  disorderly flight tha t follow s. Curs ing a t the m to sta nd and
ra lly, he  is  s een s winging the fla t of his  s word at any s oldie r running pa st him.

He be rt-  Colonel Ga te s, running his felt hat through his  sw ord tip and holding it high shouts, "Forwa rd you rebels ,
forw ard!" as  he lea ds 5 Mo against Ba ttery R eda n E. Sc rambling over the dirt pa rapet, 400 sc re aming Confede ra tes  pitc h
themselve s hea dlong amongst the ba tte ry crew  and the  hundre d or so Union infa ntrymen guarding the m. Afte r a  s hort
and bruta l fight, the Union infa ntry surre nders  w hile the  battery c re w a nd Colonel O liver slip aw ay in the confuse d
fighting. Ga te s' me n proudly take pos se ssion of four 12 lb'er Na poleons.

Over on H ebe rt's le ft, G ree n's brigade and part of G ates' c omple tely colla pse  M cArthur's line, ca pturing 200 Federals  a nd
le aving C roc ke r's  brigade a ga in outflanked.

Maur y-  Re -aligns his ranks and lea ds his men onto the high ground nea r B attery Redan E. The only briga de  in his pa th
is  O gle sby's  a nd Ma ury a tta cks both e nds of his  line . Part of Phife r's brigade sma shes into 12 Ill, ca pturing 100 Federals 
and routing the others  nearly 700yds ba ck.

On the le ft, 2 Te x from Moore 's briga de  enga ges  9 Ill in a vic iously fought melee. A ll of this  le aves 22 Ohio in the
middle ba dly outfla nke d and like ly compelled to w ithdraw or risk complete enc ircle me nt.
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UN ION  TU RN  5  (noon)

Rose crans -  Diverts  Mizner's Cavalry to cove r his  right fla nk along the outer w orks. Fuller's briga de be gins deploying
just to the right of C he walla  Rd, behind Sullivan. B oth M ow er's and B uford's briga de s a re  also he aded for C he walla  Rd.
Only one regiment in R os ecrans' comma nd, the  routed 7 Ill C av, is c urrently in conta ct with the rebels .

* Rosec rans'  frontage is  unde r 2/3 of a mile  as  oppose d to the  2 mile  long line  Mc Ke an is  atte mpting to defend.

Mc Ke an-  De ploys  Ba ldwin's  brigade  a stride Smith's Bridge R d and pulls Ogles by's and O liver's briga de s farthe r bac k
into the woods . O n McK ea n's  far right, two of C rocke r's regime nts a re  thrown ba ck and routed. Of the s even re giments
compris ing Croc ker's  and McA rthur's  commands, four re ma in route d des pite the bes t e fforts of their c ommanders to ra lly
them.

CONFEDE RA TE  T URN   6  (12:30pm)

Love ll-  Continues driving forw ard up C he walla  Rd, outflanking two of Sullivan's regiments and routing a wa y a  third.
Bowe n s la she s at Crocker's briga de  le aving 3/4 of it routed.

He be rt-  Green's , G ates' a nd pa rt of Colbert's  brigade s attac k on a broad front, wre cking M cArthur's briga de and lea ving
all three  of his re giments route d. In fact, of the e ight Union regime nts  defe nding this  a rea , seven of them a re route d!

* Mc Arthur's  brigade is the  firs t on eithe r side to lose BC E (Br igade  Combat Effec tivenes s). This  occurs  when a
br igade 's  casualtie s r each 50% of its  original strength. Offensive capability  is gre atly reduc ed (c annot initiate melee ,
re duced fire  c ombat rating) and it make s the  br igade  v ery  fragile on defense (lowe re d m or ale  and the pos sibility  the
entire br igade  may spontane ously  r etr eat and ev en rout entirely).
He be rt' s left is solidly  link ed with Lovell' s D iv ision but a 500yd gap s till ex ists betwe en He ber t' s r ight flank  and Maury 's 
le ft.

Maur y-  Advance s a ll thre e of his  infa ntry briga de s into the  woods N W of Corinth. Phifer's  brigade  e nga ge s B aldwin's
me n along Smith's  B ridge  Road but is pinne d dow n by ac curate U nion muske try.

Moore pus hes  part of O glesby's brigade bac k but H ackle man's  column is  now at ha nd to bols ter the Fe deral line  he re .

UN ION  TU RN  6  (12:30pm)

Mc Ke an-  On M cKe an's fa r right, near C hew alla Rd, half of Crocker's briga de is  again thrown back in c onfus ion w he n
16 Iowa , dis engaging from 6 M o, routs  a nd pa nic s 11 Iowa as  we ll. "A complete  s hambles," wrote  one Union officer
afte r the  ba ttle. "Eve rywhe re  me n wild-eye d and s lac k-mouthed, looking only to save the ms elves  from the horrors fa st
engulfing them. O ne  ha rdly knew where  to begin ra llying s uc h a  dispos ses se d mob of huma nity."

Ne ar Mc Ke an's cente r, Ha ckleman's 1,400-ma n briga de forms  line  a nd immedia tely runs into Moore 's re bel brigade in
the woods . D es pite a tre mendous expenditure of ammo at clos e range, neithe r s ide gains an adva nta ge .

Along Smith's Bridge R d, on M cKe an's fa r left, Colonel Ba ldwin is w ounde d and the re giment he was  leading routs ba ck
towa rds  C orinth. Fortuna tely the  division comma nder, G en. D avies , is nea rby to help rally the men a nd appoint a ne w
brigade  leader. D avies  orde rs  se ve ral batteries  brought forward to as sis t in stemming the  re be l a dvanc e.
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Rose crans -  Brings two fres h briga des  (Buford's  a nd Mower's ) into the  line . Mowe r's  brigade turns onto Chewa lla R d to
re place  Sullivan's falte ring comma nd. R ose crans  then make s a dec ision that ma y have far-reac hing conse quenc es  la te r in
the battle w he n he reverses  B uford's planned ma rc h tow ard the Union c enter and ins te ad direc ts  the briga de ba ck to the
Union far right to reinforc e Miz ne r's  C ava lry.

* This le ave s the  m ajority of Union troops  (nearly 15,000 out of 18,000 pr ese nt) c oncentr ate d far thest from  C orinth at a
time  when the rebels are  he av ily  pres suring the  U nion left. The tow n is there fore vulne rable  to e ar ly capture  and
Rose crans ' e ntire  army  c ould be outflanked and dr ive n from the  field.

An a ide  from M cKe an arrives  reporting that "mas sive Confe de rate force s have ove rrun Batte ry E".

* Rosec rans'  firs t indic ation sinc e the  battle be gan that at least one other re bel division has e ntere d the  m apboard.

Loss es:  End of Turn 6  (12:30pm)

Ki ll ed & Wou nd ed Capt ured Total  Casualt ies Gu ns  Lost Lead er  Losses

CO NF EDERATE 2100 300 2400 1 1  ( w)

UNIO N 1700 900 2600 16 1  ( w)

CONFEDE RA TE  T URN   7  (1:00pm)

Maur y-  Ca bell's brigade suc ce eds  (though he doe sn't re alize  it beca us e of the  w oods to his front) in punching a la rge 
hole  in M cKe an's le ft. O gle sby's  U nion briga de loses  500 me n in twe nty minute s of fighting a nd is  s catte red to the 
winds. Only 200 men re ma in from an origina l compleme nt of 1,000. Tw o of Ba ldw in's three  regime nts  a lso rout.
Ma ury's  D ivision is  now poise d for a direc t pus h tow ards Corinth against a  we ak and inc re asingly disorga niz ed Union
de fe nse .

He be rt-  Re ce ive s an angry note  from Va n Dorn saying, "G et your attac k going imme dia te ly. Y ou are far be hind the
othe r divisions. It is  impe ra tive you move  now and c over Ma ury's  and Lovell's  flanks ." In fa ct, by the  time  V an Dorn's
me ss age  a rrive s, He bert has  a lre ady done jus t tha t.

* Van D or n's  outbur st is  pr om pte d by a com plaint from Maury  that his left flank  still has  no c ontac t w ith H ebert's 
Division. Rather than ride ov er to se e for  hims elf, Van D orn assume d H ebert m ust be lagging and r epr im ands him 
ac cordingly. Maur y would late r bring formal charges against He be rt for his  alle ged " dilatory  arrival" but a post-battle 
boar d of inquiry showe d that Heber t's  r ate  of adv anc e was  perfec tly  in k ee ping with the  distance, terr ain and enem y
opposition his  division had to negotiate.

Though only a handful of He be rt's regiments are  c urrently e nga ge d, the bulk of his  division is  now in line and it is
unwittingly aimed right at the gap be tw een the divis ions of Da vies and M cK ean. Only Olive r's  brigade of 1,100 me n
stands in the way a nd they are ill-prepare d to stop a determined as sa ult a s one  re giment is still c oming up, one  is a mmo
de plete d and one is  alre ady e nga ge d in a melee with 500 rebel troops.
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Love ll-  Rust's and V illapigue's brigades  run into several Union batteries  firing double loads  of c anister and are  dealt a
bloody re pulse . B ow en's men, how ever, have  better succ ess , capturing 200 Fede ra ls and w re cking Sulliva n's brigade.

UN ION  TU RN  7  (1:00pm)

Rose crans -  Countermarches Mower's  fres h vetera n briga de ba ck towards  the Union ce nter (inadve rte ntly placing it
exac tly w here it is  most ne eded) a nd trans fe rs it to M cKe an's control. In exc ha nge , he ta kes  a way C roc ke r's  brigade,
alre ady heavily e ngage d on Mc Kea n's e xtreme right ne ar Chew alla Rd.

Rose cra ns  also initiates  an a tta ck against the Confe de rate left using Mizner's Cavalry and part of Buford's  brigade. Along
Chew alla Rd he  de ploys  a  formida ble a rray of sixteen guns  to blunt Lovell's a dvanc ing rebel infantry.

* Rosec rans should be disengaging from Lov ell and falling back  on C or inth per  his or iginal plan. This would s hor te n the 
Union lines and m ak e defending the  town easier. Instead, he  has com mitte d his  two divis ions to stopping Lov ell and
holding e sse ntially  worthle ss  gr ound (no VPs ), there by  le av ing McKe an on his ow n in try ing to fend off 2/3 of Van
Dorn's ar my.

Mc Ke an-  With his line s uddenly in tatters, Mc Kea n fra ntica lly s hifts  H ackle man s outhw ard to c over the hole left w he n
Ma ury's  hard-c harging re bels sha ttere d Ogles by's briga de. M cKe an's briga de  le aders  mana ge  to rally nine Union
re giments  routed in the las t half hour's fighting.

CONFEDE RA TE  T URN   8  (1:30pm)

Maur y-  De livers a nothe r devas tating blow a ga ins t Davie s' Divis ion by capturing 400 Fede ra ls in a se rie s of fierc e
me le es. C abe ll and Moore  ca tc h H ac kle ma n's  brigade in a vis e a nd sc atter it. Ha ckleman himse lf is  left in the  trap with
52 Ill (400 me n) and w ill have to try a nd cut his  wa y out.
The only trouble for M aury so fa r is on his far right fla nk ne ar Ba ttery R eda n D. Armstrong's dis mounted ca va lry
troopers, untrained in fighting as  infa ntry, are having a  tough time with the  U nion's 14 Mo Sharpshooters w ho are armed
with He nry repeating rifles !

He be rt-  The las t of Hebert's  brigades, led by Colonel M artin, deploys into line lea ving He bert's fla nks  neatly aligned
with Ma ury on the  right and Love ll on the le ft. Thre e regiments are  pinned by U nion fire and the re bels' re turn fire is 
la rgely ineffe ctual but, like  Ma ury, He bert's troops  a re ma sse d at the point of contact a nd in tw o suc ce ssive  charges  they
ca pture  300 Fe derals for the los s of only 100 of the ir ow n men.

Gree n's  brigade on Hebert's  left drives  ba ck pa rts of Crocker's and M cArthur's briga des . All thre e of Mc Arthur's 
re giments  are route d a nd flee  in panic tow ards Corinth.

He be rt ge ts a note from Maury as king him a ga in to adva nce  his divis ion to cover Ma ury's  left. This will doubtles s add to
He be rt's irritation sinc e his  division has  a lre ady done s o!

Love ll-  Re acts to Mizne r's c avalry attac k by refus ing his le ft and s hifting pa rt of R ust's  brigade  to s trengthen this area.
Huds on's Batte ry de ploys  in s upport. Me antime Lovell c ontinues  pres sing his a ttack using Bowe n's  a nd Villa pigue 's 
brigade s; they ca pture  200 Union infa ntry and rout s evera l other re giments .

Love ll ge ts a note from Van D orn e xtolling M aury's progre ss  on the Confe de rate right but delivering a sc athing
as se ssment of Hebert w ho, he write s, "...is dra gging his fe et; has not e ve n a ttacked ye t!"



9

* A com plete  m isper ception on Van Dor n' s par t as, by  the time the m es sage was  penned (12:30pm), H ebert's  me n had
alre ady  over run Batter y F and wr ec ked McAr thur' s brigade.

UN ION  TU RN  8  (1:30pm)

Rose crans -  Shifts Buford's  brigade bac k tow ards the  c enter and countera ttacks with his  right using 1,000 of Miz ne r's 
ca va lry troope rs and 700 infa ntry from Sullivan. Half the  a tta ckers  a re route d awa y by re bel fire  but Mizne r manages to
le ad 7 Ka ns Ca v a nd 26 M o in forcing 600 C onfederate  infa ntry ba ck down Chewa lla R d and driving a  w edge betwe en
Rust's and V illepigue's briga des .

Mc Ke an-  De ploys  Mowe r's  1,700-man brigade in the  w oods betwe en Smith's  Bridge Rd and Che wa lla  R d, squarely in
the path of He bert's onc oming division. Oliver's three  re giments  are thinly s pread to c over a half mile of ground along a
stre am to Mowe r's  right. Ha ckleman extrica te s 52 Ill w ithout los s w hile Mc Arthur, with Mc Kea n's e ne rge tic a ss istance,
ra llies  his entire briga de.

Rose cra ns  te lls M cK ean to mee t him in the la rge  c lea ring just NW  of the town to as se ss the s ituation.

* The U nion still m aintains  a continuous line r unning from the  oute r wor ks  in the north (Are a C) to Koss uth Rd dir ectly 
we st of C orinth, a dis tance  of 2-1/2 miles . But they  are stretched pr ecarious ly  thin and, now that Mow er  and Bufor d are 
comm itted, no res er ves  e xis t to plug any gaps. Mc Kean rem ains dange rously ove re xte nded as  the Confe der ates continue
hamm ering him at se lec te d points , rapidly er oding his fighting s tre ngth.

CONFEDE RA TE  T URN   9  (2:00pm)

Maur y-  Five re giments from Moore  a nd Ca bell aga in ne arly surround H ac kle ma n a nd 52 Ill. A fte r a hea vy excha nge of
fire , the  Union regime nt is  routed aw ay.

Ma ury gets a  mess age from H ebert deta iling his progres s a nd as king for information a bout Lovell.

He be rt-  Continues ma king good progress  a gains t the  Union c enter. His  men ma ke three  s epa ra te infantry c ha rge s,
ca pturing 200 Federals  a nd routing tw o ene my re giments .

The divis ion make s conta ct with Ma ury on the  Confede ra te right but loses  it w ith Lovell over on the  le ft.

Love ll-  (his units  rema in in plac e pending ta ke-over of command by Fre d K ra us)

UN ION  TU RN  9  (2:00pm)

Rose crans -  Se ems  a t las t to be ma king an effort to shift his divis ions southwa rd and s ends a tenta tive jab in H ebert's 
dire ction. H e pla ce s C rocke r's brigade and two ba tte ries of artille ry along C he walla  Rd on his  fa r left. He  a lso brings  a
mix of re giments from Fulle r, Buford and Sullivan into line  on C roc ke r's  right, ba cked by se ve ral batteries .

By the sa me token, how ever, R ose crans  rene ws  his attac k on Lovell's  left, attempting to w ide n the  brea ch crea ted by
Mizner's Cavalry. H alf the as saulting infa ntry is  routed aw ay and M iz ner's  dismounte d c avalry is pinne d but 4 Minn
overruns 7 K y and plants  itse lf squarely on the  flank of Hudson's B attery and 9 Ark.
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Croc ker, mea nw hile, le ads 500 me n forwa rd to probe H ebert's  le ft flank. He  ta ngles  w ith 400 re bels of Ma rtin Gre en's
brigade  a nd drive s the m bac k several hundred ya rds.

Mc Ke an-  Ogles by and Hac klema n re-form their brigades in the cut timber fronting Batte ry Phillips. Ba ldw in's briga de 
of thre e regiments, supported by two ba tte ries of guns , s till holds  the high ground wes t of Corinth. M ow er holds  the
right-c enter in the  woods N W of town, the only fresh brigade M cK ean has available. M cArthur and O liver a re poste d on
the far right in conta ct with Rose cra ns ' troops  a long Che wa lla  R d.

Mc Ke an me ets  w ith R ose crans  in the  clea ring and quic kly outlines  his briga de positions to him. He  points  out Hebert's 
thrust along the Me mphis  & Charles ton rail line  a nd te lls  the ge neral that, "re inforcements ne ar Ba tte ry Williams are 
urge ntly nee de d."  He also informs  Rose cra ns  that four of his briga de s a re  "badly ba tte re d a nd ne arly route d".

CONFEDE RA TE  T URN   10  (2:30pm)

Maur y-  Pa use s to re align his front ra nks a nd ra lly s evera l route d units. There is little or no ac tion in this  area  exce pt for
a ca utious a dvanc e by Armstrong's dis mounted ca va lry a nd ha lf of Phifer's briga de to try and outfla nk Ba tte ry D.

* Batte ry  D was abandoned by the  U nion ove r an hour ago but, bec aus e of the interv ening w oods, Maur y is not awar e of
this .

Love ll-  Attempting to provide close  artille ry support for his infantry, Lovell orde rs  Mc Clung's  Ba ttery unlimbere d
within 75yds  of 4 M inn (Buford) and 7 K ans  C av (M izner). But before  they c an even de ploy, the rebel gunners  a re
de cimated by U nion fire and half of the m a re  killed or wounded.

Love ll se nds  V illepigue's a nd Bowe n's  brigades in a right hook a gains t the  Chew alla Rd line. They run into tw o
conc entra tions  of U nion artillery in the w oods and quickly los e 300 men under a  murderous  fire  of c anister and
grapeshot. B ra ving this storm of fire , Bow en's re pla ce ment lea ds  700 men in a  c harge  against two Union batteries 
protected by infa ntry. A n ongoing melee  erupts over control of the guns.

Love ll also counterattac ks Mizne r's C avalry on the C onfederate  far le ft, routing two enemy regime nts a wa y.

He be rt-  With Lovell's a dvanc e obviously lagging, H ebe rt ma ke s a  fate ful dec ision to brea k conta ct on his left in order
to pres s on with his own atta ck. G ree n's brigade the re fore sides teps Crocker's men defe nding a long Che wa lla  R d a nd
hurries  forw ard to catch up w ith the re st of the divis ion.

He be rt's three  othe r brigades  again s we ep forwa rd, e ngaging both Mc Arthur's a nd Mowe r's  brigades he ad-on, driving
tw o Union re giments  ba ck and capturing 200 Fede ra ls.

* In choosing to ignor e his  open left flank and m aintain the pac e of his  own advance , H ebert is tak ing a calc ulate d r is k
that his div is ion w ill r eac h the  outs kirts  of C or inth befor e Ros ecr ans c an re ac t in tim e.

UN ION  TU RN  10  (2:30pm)

Mc Ke an-  As  Mc Arthur tries  to e xtric ate  21 M o from being enve loped by C olbert's  brigade, the regime nt is  fire d upon
by thre e rebel units, routing it 400yds  ba ck. U pon s ee ing this , the  rest of M cA rthur's briga de  spontaneously retre ats , with
16 W isc  a nd 17 Wisc  eventua lly routing into the  c lea ring NW  of C orinth a nd ca rrying 21 Mo (O liver) awa y with the m.
Mc Ke an's entire right flank s imply diss olves , ope ning a 400yd ga p in the  U nion cente r betwee n Ros ec rans' le ft and
Mc Ke an's right.
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Else whe re , M ow er's briga de re covers from being pushe d bac k and re-a ligns  itse lf in the woods  fronting Ba tte ry Robinett.
Mc Ke an orders Baldw in to pull his briga de ba ck from the high ground a nd into the c ut timber just be low  the crest s o
they are prote cte d from rebel artille ry fire . Left to defend the  position are  two ba tte ries poste d along Koss uth R d a nd the
14 M o Sha rps hoote r regiment a rme d with Henry re pe ating rifles.

Rose crans -  Witne ss es the c omple te  rout of M cArthur's briga de into the c le aring be hind him, a total of four regime nts 
(one  from Oliver). Thoroughly alarmed, Ros ec rans hurriedly tells  Mc Ke an he  will se nd Croc ker's  brigade  in his  dire ction
and als o tells  him he will counterattac k SW tow ards the rail line (where  he pre sumes  He be rt's left fla nk re sts).

Me antime, the fight with Love ll's Divis ion c ontinues  unabated. Fuller's and B uford's  brigade  c url in behind B owe n's
right fla nk, forc ing 15 Mis s to re tre at. A  few hundred ya rds furthe r north, how eve r, the Federals  lose  four a rtillery piec es 
de spite  heavily reinforc ing the me lee  that s wirle d a round the tw o batterie s.

* With the c ollapse  of McAr thur' s brigade, the tw o w ings of the Union ar my  ar e now  s eparated and He ber t' s D iv ision is 
unwittingly widening that gap. N eithe r side is aw are  of it though bec aus e of the densely woode d ter rain. In hindsight,
this  will be  the turning point of the  game .

CONFEDE RA TE  T URN   11  (3:00pm)

Maur y-  Ca bell and M oore advance their brigades to the tre e-line, only a mile we st of Corinth. Cabell himself lea ds  600
me n into the  c ut timbe r nea r Batte ry Phillips a nd enga ges  two Union regime nts . The  Fede ra ls are driven back but the
re be ls ta ke 200 c as ualties and C abell is badly wounded.

He be rt-  Continues pushing stra ight ahe ad, meleeing and routing se veral Union regime nts. Colonel Colbert is killed
during one of the se  me le es. H ebe rt orde rs the e ntire  division to exec ute  a  right w he el but bec aus e Gre en's briga de  is 
furthes t from the  "pivot", they are left tra iling fa r behind the  re st of the divis ion w he re a half-mile gap has now ope ned
up betw ee n Lovell's  right fla nk and H ebert's  le ft.

He be rt da she s off a  note  to V an Dorn, voic ing his  grow ing doubts  that he  c an ta ke his objectives be fore nightfall. He 
as ks  if he s hould s witch to a  more  atta ina ble goa l. He  also as ks  where M aury is  and whe n his  division will attac k.
Frus tra te d ove r a  lack of information, Hebert c ompla ins tha t, "N eithe r office r (Love ll and Maury) ha s c ommunic ate d to
me  his progres s nor his intentions ."

* He ber t expec ted Maur y to have already  cleared the high gr ound wes t of Corinth. Whe n H ebert's  cavalry  r eported this
position still he ld by  the enemy , Heber t w or rie d that Maury 's Divis ion w as  lagging.

He be rt re ceive s a  mess age from V an Dorn re -a ssuring him tha t his  le ft flank is covered and urging him to "kee p driving
forw ard."

Love ll-  Lovell's men rout aw ay most of M izner's ca valry on the le ft but s uffer yet another re pulse  (this time Bow en's
brigade ) on the right. B owe n and two re giments totaling 700 me n (39 M iss  a nd 6 Mis s) are left dange rously isolated four
hundred yards ahe ad of the re st of the briga de and c ould ea sily be surrounded a nd ca pture d e n mas se .

UN ION  TU RN  11  (3:00pm)

Mc Ke an-  With four of his six brigades now w re cke d, Mc Ke an must incre as ingly re ly on the Union battery redans 
(repres enting Corinth's las t line of de fense ) to ste m the  rebe l advance. They quic kly make the ir prese nc e felt by
conc entra ting the ir fire  on 21 A rk as  it s truggle s through the  c ut timbe r nea r Batte ry Phillips.
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Rose crans -  As sembles 3,000 men from the brigades  of C roc ke r, Sulliva n, Fulle r and B uford but the  promis ed attac k on
He be rt's left fla nk fa ils to come off. Ins te ad of simply advancing SW  in s tra ight-forwa rd fa shion, Crocker's briga de
(w hose 1,400 men ma ke up the bulk of the a ss aulting force ) engages in time -wa sting behind-the-lines  ma ne uve ring.
Only tw o regiments from Fulle r's  brigade a ctually adva nce : a mere 130yds  beyond the sta rt-line ! N o conta ct is  ma de 
with any of He bert's troops .

* It's difficult to unde rstand Ros ecr ans' he sitation here . He may hav e w anted to w ait for  all his  troops  to r eac h the ir 
as signe d jum p-off positions  before  advancing. O r he may hav e had doubts about the  assaulting colum n's  offe ns ive 
abilities . Sulliv an's br igade  is  alre ady w re cke d and Fuller 's ne arly so, m aking them  both unsuitable for  an aggr es siv e
attack. Rose cr ans ' bes t brigade (Buford's 1,800 m en) is unbloode d but still par tially e mbroile d w ith Lov ell's  Division
ov er  on the Union r ight.

Buford's briga de de als  B owe n's men a final repuls e by des troying one rebel re giment and s catte ring another.

Rose cra ns  re ce ive s a note from M cK ean recommending he send Crocker's briga de to a position jus t w es t of Corinth (a 
ma rc h of almos t two mile s!). He also state s tha t, "Y our s outhw es terly atta ck should take some pre ss ure  off my units."

CONFEDE RA TE  T URN   12  (3:30pm)

Love ll-  Pulls  his le ft ba ck and rea ligns  his briga des . He extends  Villepigue to cover the cente r a nd de ploys  W ats on's
Ba ttery on the  right to prop up Bowen's  shattered brigade . None of Lovell's men are curre ntly in conta ct with the ene my.

Maur y-  Le ads  C abe ll's and M oore's briga des  into the cut timber near B attery Phillips  to a tta ck Ha ckleman and Ogles by.
Moore orders  a  charge against 2 Iowa, c apturing the re mainder of the regiment. Cabell's  brigade, however, is repulsed
and two of its  re giments  are route d bac k into the  woods.

Phifer's briga de strikes  at M cKe an's extre me  le ft along K os suth Rd, driving off 14 M o Sha rps hoote rs .

Arms trong's dismounted c ava lry a dvanc es  through the woods  a gains t B attery D only to dis cover it a lready aba ndone d by
the Federals .

He be rt-  Colbe rt, M artin a nd Green s urge forwa rd again to e ngage  M cKe an (due  to a  la ps e in comma nd control, four of
Ga te s' five re giments are left behind). Tw o of Green's  re giments  run into some of Crocker's me n a nd tw o batte rie s of
guns  posted along C hew alla Rd and both Confe derate regime nts a re  quic kly routed aw ay afte r taking 100 ca sua lties .

He be rt ge ts a note from Lovell (the first he  ha s hea rd from him since  noon) telling him he is "unable to cove r your
northern fla nk. W ill try and catch up. Hea vy fighting. Ma ny ca sualtie s."

UN ION  TU RN  12  (3:30pm)

Rose crans -  Without a single regiment in c ontac t with the  C onfedera te s, Rosec ra ns ha s c omple te  free dom of a ction. But
again he hes itate s and the briga de s of Crocker, Sullivan and Fuller e sse ntially re ma in in plac e. Only Buford's brigade
move s forward with 4 M inn bumping into some of Lovell's men ne ar Chew alla Rd. The Fe derals fix ba yonets and
charge but both s ides suffe r a repuls e.

* Ev en had Ros ecr ans' counter attac k s te ppe d off in the  dire ction he  inte nds (SW towards  the rail line) it w ould have be en
le ft "s winging at air"  becaus e H ebert's  division has  alre ady pus hed beyond Rose crans ' left flank. Rose cr ans  w ould now 
have  to s trike  dire ctly south whic h w ould put him  in the re ar of He be rt' s brigades . Alm os t c er tainly the  sudden
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appe aranc e of str ong U nion force s be hind H ebert's  battle line would c aus e him  to e ither  halt or s ignific antly  we ak en his
advance  agains t McK ean but the tim e nec ess ar y to acc om plish such a move is  fast running out.

Mc Ke an-  Tries  to re-form McA rthur's  and Olive r's  brigades in the cle aring N W of Corinth but the y a re  both driven
ba ck into the woods  by rebe l fire. Mc Arthur's brigade is again c omple tely route d though he e ve ntually succe eds in
ra llying eve ryone .

On the positive s ide, he avy fire  from the Union battery redans  is s lowing the  rebe l attac k, pinning or routing a wa y mos t
of M oore's a nd Ca be ll's Confe derate regime nts in the  c ut timbe r.

On the extre me  le ft, 14 Mo Sharpshooters drive off half of Phife r's  s mall briga de le aving it w rec ke d a nd inca pable  of
further offe ns ive  a ction.

CONFEDE RA TE  T URN   13  (4:00pm)

Maur y-  Pulls  a lmost all of his infantry ba ck into the she ltering woods a nd aw ay from the Union artille ry fire  whic h
routs two re giments  and inflicts  100 ca sua lties  on a nothe r. Ma ury's  five  a rtillery batteries  e nga ge  the Federal guns but
their c ounte r-batte ry fire is  ineffec tive.

He be rt-  Green's  and Martin's  brigades ra ce ac ros s the  c lea ring NW  of C orinth, ra pidly ta king ground and c los ing w ithin
a ha lf mile of the tow n. They rout Oliver's briga de but a n attempt to overrun 17 W is c (Mc Arthur) is  re pulse d and
Colonel M artin is  take n prisoner.

He be rt's divis ional right w he el is  ne arly complete a nd his men have  just a bout rea ched the inner line of cut timbe r jus t
outs ide  C orinth. The gap be tw een H ebe rt's le ft and Lovell's  right is now  a  mile  and a third wide and still both the 
Fe de rals and the Confe de rates  are una wa re of it!

Love ll-  His men get a muc h-nee de d res t a s no Fe deral troops are in conta ct with them anywhere a long the line.
UN ION  TU RN  13  (4:00pm)

Rose crans -  Us ing M izner's Ca valry to s cre en his right, R os ecrans a t las t begins moving his infantry ponderously
forw ard. Too late , though. He bert has  a lre ady pas sed beyond the Federal line of adva nce  a nd Rosec ra ns' men find the
woods e mpty of re be ls. A  single re giment (48 Ind/Buford) stumble s into c ontac t with some of Bowen's  infa ntry and is
quic kly routed aw ay by rebe l artillery fire.

* Rosec rans is  moving blindly  through the woods  w ith no c le ar idea of He be rt' s whe re abouts. He  has not s coute d his  le ft
nor attem pte d to link back up with Mc Ke an' s right flank. We re he  to s end a cavalry  unit s outhw ard down C hew alla Rd,
back  towards  C orinth, it would quickly run into H ebe rt's supply wagons only a half-m ile  distant.

Mc Ke an-  Mc Arthur's  a nd Ha ckleman's briga des  a re route d awa y by Confe de rate fire (both unde rgo Brigade Retreat).
Mc Ke an pulls  M owe r bac k to de fend the  imme diate  a pproa che s to Corinth. The  ba ttery reda ns  must la rgely fend for
themselve s a s the y are  left virtua lly devoid of infa ntry support by the re tre at of H ackle man.

* With five of his 6 brigades  BC E' d, Mc Kean is finding it near ly  im possible to maintain a stable line. H is only hope lies
in Rose cr ans ' promised c ounte rattack or  the arr iv al of nightfall, s till an hour  and a half away.

Tota l Los ses  a fte r Turn 13  (4:00pm)
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Ki ll ed & Wou nd ed Capt ured Total  Casualt ies Gu ns  Lost Lead er  Losses

CO NF EDERATE 5,900 600 6,500 3 2 (k )    2 ( w)     1 (c)

UNIO N 5,400 3,100 8,500 26 1 (w)

CONFEDE RA TE  T URN   14  (4:30pm)

Maur y-  Pe rs ona lly lea ds five re giments from Moore 's  and Cabell's  brigades into the c ut timber fronting B atterie s
Williams and Phillips. U nlike  his earlier we ll-execute d a ttacks, howe ver, this one  is fra gme nted and badly ha ndled. O f
the 2,800 infa ntry ava ilable in the two brigade s, only 1,200 e me rge  from the woods  into the open ground. The other
1,600 a re  le ft stra ggling through the  w oods or sheltering behind the high ground nea r Smith's Bridge R d.

The cut timber grea tly hinders the  adva ncing five  re giments , lea ving the m half way betw ee n the  woods a nd the batte ry
re da ns. Every Federal ba tte ry within ra nge  opens fire on the haples s Confe derates and, in the storm of fire  that follow s,
300 men a re kille d and C abe ll's re pla ce ment is wounded. Two of M oore's regime nts e nd up 300yds  be yond the main line
of battle , lea ving the m dange rously e xpose d and isolated.

Love ll-  Rust's and V illapigue's briga des  move  forw ard to probe  Rose cra ns ' right. R ust's  me n advance over 700yds
be fore running into Mizner's dis mounted ca va lry deployed along a  stre am ba nk. The tw o s ides excha nge fire w ith
ne gligible res ults.

He be rt-  Turns his  division southward to attac k the  U nion batte ry re dans. Gree n's  a nd Ma rtin's brigades  re ac h the 
Mobile & Ohio rail line and deploy to protec t H ebert's  le ft flank, only 650yds from Corinth. B attle  is  s oon joined and, in
a furious  exchange of fire, U nion Briga die r General John Mc Arthur is kille d.

But the  Fede ra ls aren't rea dy to c ave  in jus t yet. M artin's  brigade  is quickly wre cked by Union fire a nd exec ute s a genera l
re treat. Two of his  re giments  brea k a nd rout into the cle aring behind them. Two of G ree n's regime nts s oon follow  s uit,
le aving H ebe rt's entire left in shamble s.
He be rt ha s better s ucc es s on his  right whe re  the briga des  of C olbert and G ate s come flooding out of the woods , making a 
da sh towa rds  B attery R obine tt. C olbert's replac ement orde rs  the 400 men of 3 La  to fix ba yonets. Pointing his  sw ord a t
the earthen ra mpa rts les s tha n 100yds  a way, he ye lls  a t the  me n to charge at the double -quic k. In minute s the y a re 
clambering up and over the re dan w alls. Afte r a  brie f hand-to-ha nd fight w ith the Fe deral artille rists , the  rebe ls  prevail
and all thre e batte ry guns are c aptured inta ct.

UN ION  TU RN  14  (4:30pm)

Rose crans -  Against no opposition, Croc ker a nd Sulliva n lea d 2,400 me n s outhw es t a nd re ac h the  Me mphis  &
Charles ton rail line. But the  Union a ttack is badly split w hen Fuller and B uford veer northw est w ith their 1,900 me n and
again run into Love ll's extre me right.

Though Buford is wounded in the ensuing fight, the Federa ls  rout 15 M iss  a nd outflank B ow en's line, compelling the 
entire briga de  to retrea t. Tw o of Bow en's re giments then rout and the  re st are throw n bac k nea rly 700yds .

Over on B uford's right, a hundre d of Mizne r's dis mounted ca valry troopers manage to rout two of V illepigue's infantry
re giments  posted as tride  Chew alla Rd. This , combined w ith B owe n's retrea t, collaps es  Love ll's entire right flank. Only
Wa ts on's six-gun ba tte ry is  left to try and hold the  Fede ra ls ba ck.

* Be cause  of the he avily  wooded te rrain, Ros ecr ans c an't se e the  complete dis ar ray  his attac k on Lovell has  c aus ed.
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Mc Ke an-  Tries  to re-form McA rthur's  and Olive r's  brigades in the cle aring N W of Corinth. M owe r's brigade retre ats  e n
ma ss e a wa y from B attery Robinett. Mea ntime , three  ba tteries  (inc luding B attery Phillips ) pour fire upon 23 Ark a nd 35
Miss , routing the m both bac k into the  c ut timbe r.

CONFEDE RA TE  T URN   15  (5:00pm)

Maur y- A side from lobbing artille ry shells at the Union ba ttery reda ns , M aury ma kes  no furthe r effort to ass is t H ebert's 
atta ck. N or does he  atte mpt to put any pre ss ure  on the  Union far right fla nk, despite the  fa ct that only 200 Federals 
currently oc cupy the high ground near Smith's B ridge  R oad.

Love ll-  Attempts to rally his sha ttere d right flank. Wa tson's B attery whe els its  guns  about a nd de livers a devastating
volley of double-shotted ca niste r aga inst Buford's 59 Ind. 200 of 500 atta cking Fe de rals are  left dead or w ounde d and the
re st are route d a wa y. 4 Minn is ca ught in the s ta mpe de , gives ground, then routs too. R us t's  men continue s pa rring with
Mizner's dis mounted Fe de ral c ava lry troope rs  but neither side ga ins  a ny advanta ge.

He be rt-  With ha lf of Gree n's  brigade s till la gging and Martin's  brigade w re cke d, He be rt ha s only G ates' a nd Colbe rt's
brigade s to continue the  as sa ult a gains t the  Union battery redans. He  se nds a  dive rs ionary a ttack in a ga ins t Batte ry
Phillips but his re al goal is  Ba ttery W illia ms in the cente r of the  U nion line.

He be rt himse lf ta ke s s word in ha nd and lea ds  3 Mo forw ard. Major Ge ne ral Sterling "Pap" Pric e als o finally re aches  the
front line, goade d by He bert into lea ding 2 Mo in a charge aga inst a lone Union howitze r; the how itzer is s ited on a
hilltop a dja ce nt to Ba ttery W illia ms where  it is delivering an e ffe ctive  hara ss ing fire . In the e ns uing fight, Price is  fe lled
from his horse  and severely w ounde d by artillery shrapnel. He will survive  but his  milita ry ca ree r is ended a t C orinth.

He be rt and his  me n are  pinned down in front of Ba tte ry Williams while  tw o more of Ga tes ' regiments are  routed aw ay
from Ba ttery Phillips. O nly 2 Mo mana ge s to cla mber up the slope  and at le ast c apture the  Union how itz er.

Colbert's  me n suc ce ed in clea ring the  a rea  to the  le ft of B attery W illia ms , forcing Hac klema n's brigade to re tre at en
ma ss e. When the s moke clears, 1,700 rebels  a re still left s urrounding Ba ttery W illia ms, w hos e three  30lb'er Parrott guns
are likely doomed to c apture.

UN ION T UR N 15  (5:00pm)

Rose crans -  Stung by B uford's  sudden re pulse , R os ecrans orders  C roc ke r's  a nd Sulliva n's  brigades to ha lt their fla nking
adva nce  a nd puts Fulle r's a nd Buford's briga des  into defe ns ive  postures. This  leaves  Mizner's dis mounted ca va lry, on the
fa r right, a s his  only units still in c ontac t w ith Lovell's  infa ntry.

* Lovell is down to 4,400 e ffectiv es ve rsus Ros ec rans'  6,300.

One of Rosec ra ns' a ide s returns, having fa iled to re ac h M cK ean. He te lls  the ge neral that Purdy R d, just north of Corinth,
ha s bee n cut by rebel ca valry. A n aide from McK ea n a ls o a rrive s with a s hort me ssa ge  clea rly outlining M cKe an's
de spera te  situation around Corinth: "Re infor ce ments  ne eded. My units ar e nearly  decimated."

But the re  is  only a nothe r half hour of daylight left a nd there fore no poss ibility of Rose cra ns ' men re ac hing McK ea n's 
positions  in time  to help.

Mc Ke an-  Both Olive r's brigade, de fe nding just north of Corinth, a nd Ha ckleman's briga de (near the Tishomingo H ote l)
brea k a nd flee  for the  rear unde r a hail of rebel musketry.
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The clima x of the  day's battle c enters around the  thre e 30lb'e r Parrott guns of Ba ttery W illia ms sited on a  hilltop
1,000yds wes t of the tow n. Clustered within 50yds  of the ea rthen pa ra pet a re 1,700 C onfedera te s from the  brigade s of
Colbert a nd Ga tes  w ith G ene ra l H ebert hims elf lea ding the m.

Be hind the hilltop, 57 Ill of Ba ldwin's  brigade , 1 M o Art. and Batte ry Williams its elf open up a  deadly fusilade aga inst
the mas s of re bel troops  and within twe nty minute s the  ground is  ca rpete d with the  bodies  of 400 re bels.

Over on the fa r right, near B attery Pow ell, acc urate  U nion artillery fire eas es  the threa t to McK ea n's  flank by routing all
four of C onfedera te  Ge ne ral M artin's re giments and lea ving tha t briga de utterly wrec ked.

* On pape r, the C onfeder ate s hav e two divisions  (Maury 's and H ebert's ) totaling 8,700 m en facing Mc Kean' s 2,700
Fe de rals around C or inth, odds  of 3:1 numer ic ally. In r eal term s, howe ver , Maury 's re luc tance  to v entur e bey ond the 
woodline has  e sse ntially  re moved his divis ion from the  battle, leav ing H ebert's  5,000 m en to c arr y on the fight alone .
With Gr ee n's  1,600-man brigade s till lagging, H ebert is actually  attacking with just 3,400 m en, m ak ing the odds much
ne ar er 1:1.

This  is  partly  why McK ean has  be en able  to c onduc t s uc h an able defense of the tow n des pite five of his six  brigades
be ing w re cke d. That, plus the  powe rful Union battery  r edans , has  gone  far to offse t the  tatter ed condition of Mc Ke an' s
comm and.

CONFEDE RA TE  T URN   16  (5:30pm)

Love ll-  W ith B owe n's brigade  rallie d, Lovell orders it forwa rd again to re-form his  right fla nk and prote ct Wa tson's
Ba ttery. Ville pigue  oc cupie s the  c enter as tride  C hew alla Rd while R us t c ontinue s "enterta ining" M iz ner's  dismounte d
Fe de ral c ava lry on the  left.

Maur y-  H is artille ry pours  a  he avy fire into B attery Williams , wre cking one of its 30lb'er Pa rrott guns . M ea ntime , s ome
of M oore's infantry, firing from the tree-line, rout a  Union battery cre w pos itioned ne ar Ba ttery Phillips. B ut Ma ury's 
brigade s make no effort to advance  against the re dans.

He be rt-  O rde rs  eight guns brought up to de fe nd the new ly won B attery Robinett a nd prote ct the left fla nk of his ma in
as sa ult c olumn. A da ms' C ava lry w orks its w ay be hind Ba tte ry Powe ll north of C orinth, drives off the  ba ttery c rew  a fte r a
brie f melee and occ upies  the redan, c apturing four guns.

He be rt himse lf, putting his  hat through his sword and swinging it ove r his  he ad, lea ds 400 men from 3 Mo in a  wild la st-
ditc h c ha rge  a gains t B attery Williams . Yipping and s creaming like w ild a nimals, the rebels s wa rm over the e arthe n redan
and quickly ca pture  the two rema ining guns  a nd their c rew s.

To the right of H ebert, Briga die r General Ga tes  leads another 400 men from 1 Mo Ca v in an atta ck on Ba ttery Phillips.
The cre w is compe lled to surrender, giving up a  huge  8-inch howitze r intac t.

Gree n's  1,600-man brigade has  at last c ome  up but, w ith nightfall immine nt, it won't ha ve  time  to deploy and exploit the
ga ins a lready made by Ga te s' and C olbert's men. No matter. The  Confede ra tes  have  a chieved their primary objectives
and it is  now proba ble  that U nion force s mus t w ithdraw  during the night, leaving the  field to the  rebe ls .

In less  than 30 m inute s, He be rt has s ec ure d the  c aptur e of thr ee  more  Union r edans , com plete ly  ov er running the inner
de fe nse s around C or inth and leav ing the  town open to e asy  c aptur e. A trium ph for Southe rn ar ms .
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UN ION T UR N 16  (5:30pm)

Rose crans -  C roc ke r's  a nd Buford's brigades  continue probing southwe st and w es t through the  w oods, still hoping to
ma ke  contact w ith rebe l force s but there a re  none  to be found. M izner's Ca valry again s kirmishes with Rust's briga de.

Along Purdy Road, a  mile  ea st of R ose crans ' pos ition, 2 Iow a C av runs  into a Confe de rate cavalry pa trol and c aptures it.
This  be la ted e ffort by R ose crans  to s cout the U nion le ft towards  Corinth c ome s far too la te in the day, how ever.

Mc Ke an-  B aldwin's  brigade is BCE'd when 7 Ill takes 100 c as ualties while  w ithdrawing from their pos ition ne ar
Ba ttery Phillips. A ll six of McK ea n's  brigades are now  wrec ked.

Too wea k to counterattac k a nd re ta ke the los t battery redans, Mc Kea n mus t conte nt himse lf with pulling back his
ba ttere d comma nds  into a  loos e perime te r a round C orinth a nd wa it for nightfall.

* A tally  of Victor y Points  indicates  the re bels hav e won a de cisiv e vic tory.

AFTE RMA TH   (purely s pe culative )

Rose crans -  Is  re moved from c ommand follow ing the  ba ttle and offere d a les ser a dministrative  post in W as hington.
Fe eling betrayed by his military peers and w eary of politic al intrigue, Rosec ra ns choos es  to resign instead a nd re turns  to
private  life  w here he goes on to become  a succe ss ful a uthor and novelist.

Mc Ke an-  De spite  be ing on the  losing side , M cK ean rece ives prais e for his te nac ious de fense  of C orinth in the  face  of
he avy odds. He  is  e ventually promoted to major ge neral and fights w ith dis tinction a t the  ba ttles  of C ha tta nooga  a nd
Na shville . H e serve s in the  U nion Army til w ar's end, later moving out W es t a nd be coming a s choolte acher.

*          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *

Van Dor n-  Embolde ned by his  succ ess  a t C orinth, the eve r-impetuous Van D orn make s an ill-a dvise d pursuit of
Rose cra ns ' defeated army. W he n informed that Grant has  alre ady s ent the ne wly a ppointed G ene ra l O rd strong
re inforce ments  by rail, Van D orn retorts, "I would fight them if the Devil hims elf w as le ading them!" He  is  felled by a 
sniper's bulle t a t the  B attle  of Selmer's Creek on O ctobe r 25, 1862 w here his  A rmy of the  We st suffers  a  crus hing defea t.

Maur y-  Comes  unde r harsh criticism from He be rt for his  fa ilure  to s upport the  a fte rnoon a ssa ult a ga ins t the  U nion
ba ttery reda ns . D es pite this, his reputation as  a  tough res ource ful leader re ma ins  unta rnished. He  late r joins  Bragg's 
Army of the Te nne ss ee and fights  unde r Hood during the  ba ttles  a round Atla nta . Following the  w ar, he purcha se s land in
Ca lifornia a nd es ta blishes a profitable  ra nc hing venture.

He be rt-  Argue s after the battle tha t many of his  men we re ne edles sly s laughtered due to Ma ury's  de liberate ina ction
during the a fternoon fighting.  A boa rd of inquiry investigate s his  a ccusa tion but the is sue  is quietly dropped when
Pres ide nt Da vis, a close  frie nd of Ma ury's , personally inte rve ne s. He bert emigrates  to C ana da  afte r the  wa r to pursue his 
inte res t in the fle dgling a rt of landsc ape  photography. H is  soaring a nd ma jes tic photogra phic portraits of the C anadian
wildernes s a re  much sought after by c ollec tors today.
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Love ll-  Though he does not rec eive the  s ame  a dulation a s H ebert for his role in the  battle , Lovell's  contribution to
victory does  not go unnotic ed. Lovell c ontinues  s erving the  Confede ra cy in a va rie ty of role s until the final surrender at
Appomattox C ourthouse. D isillusioned with life in a de fea te d South, he tra vels extensively in Europe a fter the w ar,
fina lly s ettling in Sw eden where  he lives the remainde r of his  life .

FI NA L C OM MEN TA RY

TH E  FEDERALS

Rose crans -  B ega n the  battle  with a good plan, inte nding a  slow  fighting withdraw al towa rds  the town, but fa ile d to
adhe re to it once  the shooting s ta rte d. Instead, he allow ed hims elf to bec ome  e mbroiled w ith Love ll's Divis ion, fighting
for many hours  over ground of no real c ons equence  to e ither side .

He  did succe ss fully stop Love ll's advance but, in doing s o, allowed the other two Confe de rate divis ions to conce ntrate
against M cKe an and eve ntually ca pture  their prime  obje ctive : C orinth and the ra il junction. That wa s w he re the majority
of V ictory Point he xes  lay and it was  up to Ros ec rans to coordinate  the tw o w ings of his army to ensure the y remained in
Union c ontrol.

When Rose cra ns  correctly gues sed the re bels were bypas sing his  position (a  suspicion he  openly voic ed on Turn 13), he 
should ha ve immedia tely dis engaged from Love ll and w ithdraw n tow ards Corinth or turned south a nd struc k vigorous ly
at H ebe rt's expos ed flank. The latter a ction almost ce rta inly would have  forc ed He be rt to re coil from his a dvanc e,
thereby taking a great deal of pre ssure  off McK ea n. Possibly e nough to force the rebels  into a  se cond da y of fighting.

But Ros ec rans was  a  ca utious and delibe rate tac ticia n. He  w aited too long to initiate s uc h a  move  a nd by the time he
fina lly got his troops  a sse mbled a nd moving, the opportunity for de cisive action had pa ss ed.
Mc Ke an-  C onduc ted a  skillful defense of the Union le ft and cente r right up until the  ve ry end. One can a rgue he should
ha ve  contrac te d his  over-exte nde d lines  sooner, but that would have  required Rosec ra ns to fill the res ulting vac uum, a
move  that ne ve r occ urred even afte r the  Confede ra tes  forc ibly se parated the two Union w ings. M cKe an therefore  ha d to
la bor w ith too fe w men for too long of a front and the  re sult wa s a  s tea dy eros ion of his  fighting strength until all his
brigade s were complete ly wrec ked.

He  s truggled doggedly throughout the ba ttle to ma intain a  c ohe sive de fense , fra ntica lly patc hing holes  a nd trying to
anticipate his  opponents ' next move. When he  realiz ed the rebels  w ere n't putting any pres sure against his extre me le ft, he
wise ly pulle d Baldw in's briga de ba ck from its e xpose d pos ition on the  high ground we st of Corinth, lea ving the defens e
of that a rea  to a  s ingle  re giment of sharpshooters a nd tw o batte rie s of artille ry (e choes  of Lee at Antieta m).

In the end, Mc Kea n's e xhaus te d divisions w ere una ble  to hold the  ground they fought so ha rd to de fe nd. B ut it wa s not
for lac k of trying.
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TH E  CO NFEDERA TES

Van Dor n-  D evise d a  s tra ightforward pla n of attac k tha t worke d w ell a fter a nea r-dis as trous  start. Va n D orn benefite d
from ha ving three  a ble  a nd aggre ss ive  division comma nders  w ho didn't lac k for initia tive and needed little or no
guidanc e onc e the  fighting be gan. Van D orn may ha ve re maine d a  bit too a loof, howe ve r. He  spent mos t of the  battle 
ne ar Ma ury's  headquarters a nd this  ofte n left him out of touch w ith e vents  oc curring on the Confe de rate left and c enter.
La te r in the  day, he failed to prod M aury into ma king a more determined attac k aga inst the U nion le ft at a time when
Confede ra te fortune s hung pre cariously in the balanc e. This  omis sion of comma nd might have res ulted in a  costly
se tback had events not gone  quite as we ll as  they did.

Love ll-  H is aggre ss ive  opening a ttack a t the  ba ttle's outse t c ontributed grea tly to the  fina l outcome. B y pinning the 
Union right wing for s evera l crucial hours , Lovell e na ble d Hebert a nd Ma ury to bypas s R os ecrans a nd enga ge Mc Kea n's
over-exte nde d comma nd at supe rior odds. Even afte r his  division was  w orn down by c as ualties, Love ll continued
ma king aggre ss ive  probes  where pos sible , the reby kee ping Rosec ra ns off-balanc e and e ven more  prone to ca ution than
he  might otherwis e have bee n.

He be rt-  D espite the  de la y c aused w hen s ome  of Lovell's  troops route d into his  line s and touc he d off a brief panic among
his own troops , H ebert e fficiently shifted his divis ion to Lovell's  right as planned and quickly ca pture d his  firs t objective.
Ma ury a cc use d him of "ha ving the slows ", but a n exa mination of battlefield moveme nt show s tha t H ebert plac ed his
division exa ctly where  it w as  suppose d to be . O nc e H ebert got all of his  brigades de ploye d, he  be ca me an implaca ble
forc e on the  battle fie ld, driving McK ea n's  men steadily bac k tow ards Corinth and w idening the gap that opened up
be tw een the tw o U nion wings .

He be rt's dec is ion to bre ak from Lovell and pres s on towards  Corinth (the re after ignoring his  e xpose d left fla nk) w as a
bold choice and paved the w ay to victory for the Confe derates. It w as  a choic e fra ught with da nge r, howe ver.  Against
more  compete nt Union lea dership it might have led to disa ster. That it didn't w as la rge ly due to Rosec ra ns' fixa tion on
containing Lovell's  Division and his fa ilure  to promptly strike at He bert's fla nk.

Once  He be rt re ached the ope n ground jus t northw es t of Corinth, he determinedly flung his ava ilable briga des  a gains t the 
powe rful Union ba ttery reda ns , s howing fla shes of ta ctica l ela n by arranging fe ints to draw off U nion fire so his other
re giments  could mas s a ga ins t a partic ular gun pos ition and ove rrun it. C ertainly no one  c ould que stion his coura ge  afte r
pe rs ona lly lea ding two s epa ra te charges  against B attery W illia ms . H is  able  ha ndling of the division ultimately c linched a
firs t-day victory for the C onfederate s.

Maur y-  Fought extreme ly we ll in the ea rly going, effe ctive ly ma ssing his troops a t key points  and delivering a se rie s of
punishing as sa ults aga inst Mc Kea n. But he fa lte re d a t the  e nd, failing to pre ss  home  an a tta ck against the Union battery
re da ns with the two re la tively fre sh briga de s he had a vaila ble .

Ha ving borne  the brunt of the  ea rly fighting and taken cons ide ra ble  c asualtie s, Ma ury w aited impa tiently for Hebert's 
troops to ma ke  their pre sence  fe lt on the ba ttlefield. By the time they did, however, M aury de cided he 'd done  enough and
afte r lea ding a brief uncoordina te d foray against the inner re da ns, he s ee med c ontent to watch as  H ebe rt's me n c arrie d the 
atta ck in the waning hours of the afternoon.

An a dva nc e by Maury's briga de s a cross  the high ground wes t of Corinth would have gre atly supporte d Hebert's  D ivision
by thre atening Mc Ke an's wea k left fla nk and might even ha ve  collaps ed the Union line  sooner ha d s uc h a n attac k bee n
vigorously pre sse d.

As  it w as , M aury's growing disinte res t and inac tion allow ed Mc Ke an to conc entra te his brigades  against H ebe rt's
oncoming troops in a las t-ditch attempt to s ave  the Union battery redans  from c apture. Ha d the y s uc cee de d, the
Confede ra tes  might well have fac ed a se cond day of brutal c ombat unde r the  sc orching Miss iss ippi sun.
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* Corinth *
Conf ederate  V ictor y  Points

(after Union Turn 16)

Control of:

Ba ttery D  1 V P

Ba ttery E  1 V P

Ba ttery F  1 V P

Ba ttery Phillips  3 V Ps

Ba ttery Powe ll  3 V Ps

Ba ttery R obine tt  3 V Ps
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Ba ttery W illia ms  3 V Ps

Ge n. Pr ic e (wounded) -1 V P

Union batterie s los t  7 V Ps

CSA batte rie s los t -1 V P

Union brigades  BC E'd 11 V Ps    ( 8 briga des  )

CSA briga des  B CE'd -6 V Ps     ( 4 brigade s )

Fe we r C SA  ca sualtie s   3 VPs

Tota l V Ps ,  First D ay 28 V Ps      (minimum 20 VPs  needed for First Da y vic tory)

* CO RINTH   CAS UALTIES *

CO NF EDERATE: Ki ll ed  &   Wou nded Capt ured Gu ns Lost 

(I nf .) (Cav.) (I nf .) (Cav.) (Dest.) (Capt.) 

Hebert' s Division 2,100 100 300 100 1 -

Lovell' s Division 3,000 100 300 100 - -

Maury's Divi si on 1,800 200 - - 2 -

TO TALS 6,900 400 600 200 3 -

TO TAL  LO SSES:    8,100

UNIO N: Ki ll ed  &   Wou nded Capt ured Gu ns Lost 



22

(I nf .) (Cav.) (I nf .) (Cav.) (Dest.) (Capt.) 

Davi es'  Divi si on 1,400 - 1,200 - 1 5

McKean' s Division 2,500 - 900 100 2 20

Hami lton' s Divisi on 900 - 400 - - 10

St an ley's Di vi sion 800 100 500 - - 6

Mi zn er' s Caval ry - 500 - 100 - -

TO TALS 5,600 600 3,000 200 3 41

TO TAL  LO SSES:    9,400 m en

* CO RINTH   CAS UALTIES *

%  DIVISION  LOSS 

CO NF EDERATE: TO TAL  MEN CASUALTIES %  LOSS 

Hebert' s Division 7,500 2,600 34.7%

Lovell' s Division 7,800 3,500 44.9%

Maury's Divi si on 5,800 2,000 34.5%

TO TALS 21,100 8,100 38.4%

%  DIVISION  LOSS 

UNIO N: TO TAL  MEN CASUALTIES %  LOSS 
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Davi es'  Divi si on 3,600 2,600 72.2%

McKean' s Division 4,900 3,500 71.4%

Hami lton' s Divisi on 3,900 1,300 33.3%

St an ley's Di vi sion 3,700 1,400 37.8%

Mi zn er' s Caval ry 2,100    600 28.6%

TO TALS 18,200 9,400 51.6%

LEADER  LOSS ES Ki ll ed Woun ded Capt ured

CO NF EDERATE: ( 2 ) ( 4 ) ( 1 )

UNIO N: ( 1 ) ( 2 ) ( - )


